Comrades,

We are used to our Congress gatherings, vast and
impressive and representing the will of the Indian
people for freedom. Behind them lie half a century
of our country's history and a tradition of growth
and change and adaptation to fresh needs and new
situations. But to-day we meet in this Convention
under novel conditions, for this Convention has/no
background except what we choose to give it, has no
future except such as we determine. Well establish-
ed institutions and organisations develop, in the
course of time, a certain will and momentum which
carry them forward almost apart from the desires
of their constituent elements. They have an in-
dividuality which expresses itself in its own parti-
cular way, a certain stability and steadiness of purpose,
as well as a certain conservatism. They do not easily
move out of their moorings; like an elephant, they
are heavy of movement, but when they move, they
have all the greater momentum, and they change
the shape of things. Such is our Congress.

But this Convention is new and few people seem
to know what it is or what it is going to be. Some
doubt is justified; and yet all of us know well our
moorings and our purpose, and though, as a Conven-
tion, we may be new, we. have our roots in those
past struggles which are written in the history of
the Congress and our freedom movement. This
Convention is a child of the Congress, looking to
it for strength and guidance.